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HOW CAN WE MOVE
WESTCHESTER
GOVERNMENT INTO
THE 21ST
CENTURY?

Wow! What an important topic Al Del-
Bello has taken on for his talk at our luncheon on
Monday, October 12th, at Le Fontane, Route
100, at 12:00 noon. Mr. DelBello, a former NY
State Lieutenant Governor and former County
Executive, is well informed about Westchester
and well qualified to discuss this subject. Itis a
particularly timely topic as our chapter of the
League is beginning a study of how our local
governments could consolidate and save taxpay-
ers lots of money!

Mr. DelBello is very well qualified to talk
on this topic; he has a reputation of being an
outstanding speaker — well informed , articu-
late, and humorous.

(Continued on page 3)




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s that time of year—mailboxes filled with political literature, phone calls
to get your “yes or no or no comment” about a candidate and, of course, volun-
teers handing out literature at busy spots—ringing of doorbells and literature
stuck inside your front door. So now we ask: Whom to vote for? Vote all incum-
bents out? Don’t vote at all? OH, NO—STOP AND THINK—be informed—
read all you can to inform yourself—Iisten and think twice before making a deci-
sion.

With the above in mind, some of us may remember the “How am | doing?”
of former NYC Mayor Ed Koch. At the time, many laughed—~but slowly, people
began to respond and did let him know, in no uncertain terms, what exactly they
thought of his performance. Not all were satisfied and many were outright un-
kind at any and all of his efforts to clean up NYC. BUT—to his credit—he did
listen, and tried to do what was necessary to make NYC a safe and great place to
live and visit.

Perhaps, now is the time to ask those running for office on the Town,
County, State and Federal levels appropriate questions that do not require yes/no
answers. We have been inundated with a variety of truths and/or half truths, as
well as myths, but what we really want to know is what our representatives really
think about consolidation of services, health care, affordable housing, illegal im-
migrants, human rights for all—regardless of race, color or creed.

Of course, to get the answers in a public arena depends on the availability
of the candidates. Many do hold public forums and many are televised. BUT—
IF YOU REALLY WANT TO KNOW AND/OR POSE A QUESTION, ALL
CANDIDATES HAVE WEB SITES SO YOU CAN LET THEM KNOW WHAT
YOUR THOUGHTS ARE AND IF YOU HAVE ASKED FOR A RESPONSE—
YOU WILL PROBABLY RECEIVE ONE.

A computer site—free service—"truthorfiction.com” will give you some
added thoughts to ponder when questioning what is true and what is fiction.

DATES TO REMEMBER

CANDIDATES’ NIGHT ON OCTOBER 26, TO BE HELD AT THE SO-
MERS LIBRARY AT 7:30 P. M. for those running for Somers Supervisor, Town
Board, Somers Receiver of Taxes and County Legislature.

Tuesday, November 3, is the day of decisions. Let us get ourselves and our
neighbors out to the polls!

Fran McLoughlin, Co-President

PUBLICATIONS: Addie Hurst, editor, ......... Betty Beardsley, Rita Norman,
Carol Sturtz
MAILINGS: Lucille Williams, Betty Beardsley, Nancy Vannucci
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(continued from cover)
Mr. DelBello will speak after guests have enjoyed a luncheon at Le Fontane. This

well-known Somers restaurant is normally closed on Mondays, but has agreed to
open especially for us! Lunch will include their Fontane salad followed by a
choice of main dishes: Chicken piccata, Salmon in white wine, or Pasta with egg-
plant and tomato. This will be followed by a choice of desserts — Italian cheese
cake or fruit cup or chocolate mousse cake and coffee or tea There will be an
open bar at which you can order drinks or sodas. The cost has been maintained at
$34.00.

Be sure that you reserve for this luncheon. It will be most interesting to
hear what Mr. DelBello suggests as cost saving changes in the redundant services
that we now have. With all of his previous experience as a former NY State Lieu-
tentant Governor and County Executive, we can’t think of a more qualified person
to address this topic.

! LWV of Somers, Box 371, Somers, NY 10589

will attend the luncheon at Le Fontane on Mon., 10/12 , and | am

enclosing my check for ($34 per person). | would like to have:
:Chicken piccata( ) Salmon in white wine( ) Pasta with eggplant/tomato ( )
Italian cheese cake ( ) fruitcup () Chocolate mousse cake ( )

.1 would like to be seated with
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ONCE AGAIN, IT’S KUDOS TO SELMA!

It was a glorious day in all ways! The weather was perfect, but more impor-
tant was the tour of the Peter Brant Gallery in Greenwich which the above group en-
joyed immensely. Peter Brant’s son-in-law was our docent and did a great job of
showing us around the two floors of the gallery which has quite a collection of mod-
ern art. After the tour, some members enjoyed seeing the polo practice from the
porch (the gallery is located on a farm). Then we all gathered around the statue of
Jeff Coons “Blue Dog” (which in this case is orange) so that Susan Bauman could
take the photo you see above.

Selma had arranged the whole thing. This gallery can only be seen by special
appointment so Selma made the appointment, collected the names which had to be
forwarded to the gallery, arranged the car pooling with directions, and then even
found a restaurant for anyone who wanted to come back to Mount Kisco for lunch.

Many of the group did go to “Q” for lunch and were happy with its informal
atmosphere and with the complete lunch for $10.00!
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING
INWESTCHESTER COUNTY

In a settlement, hailed by the United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) as a “historic civil rights settlement”, the county
government for Westchester County has agreed to spend $51.6 million to build
750 affordable housing units that will primarily be offered to non-white minori-
ties. The settlement is the result of a federal lawsuit filed by the Anti-
Discrimination Center of Metro New York (ADC) against the county under the
False Claims Act, which alleged that the county was negligent in its oversight of
federal funds that it received from HUD for community development which
stipulated that it “affirmatively further fair housing”. The ADC suit which
claimed $180 million in damages, also said the county failed to build affordable
housing and reduce segregation in some of the more affluent communities.

At the September meeting of the Somers Board, Michael Kaplowitz and
Peter Harckham, our representatives to the Westchester County Board of Legisla-
tors, reported that they will have to approve this settlement before they know
the details of how it will be carried out. The only other choice would be to try to
fight it; the cost of losing would be something like $250 million!

No one knows at this point whether Somers would be effected by this.
However, since Somers is already obligated to establish 222 units of Affordable
Housing because of our obligations in acquiring Angle Fly, one can assume that
Somers could be involved for quite a few units. The new senior housing that is
slated for Baldwin Place cannot be counted as part of this since they were “in the
works” long before the new rulings.

According to this new legislation 630 of the 750 housing units must be
built in communities which are less than 3% black and less than 7% Hispanic.
The county will be required to market the homes “aggressively” to minorities,
though federal law prevents them from being offered exclusively to certain races.

Prior to the settlement, the United States District Court for the Southern
District of NY ruled that Westchester had failed to analyze the effect of race in
relation to access to fair housing when it applied for HUD funds. The county re-
distributed the federal funds to town and village governments, and the court con-
cluded it did so without ensuring that guidelines were being followed or consid-
ering where the affordable housing was being placed.

Westchester County admitted no wrongdoing and says it has “for many
years considered the impact of race on affordable housing,” according to County
Executive Andrew Spano.

(some of this article comes from Wikineews, a free news source)
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