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WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY 

The19th Amendment was passed on 

August 26, 1920, giving women full voting rights! 

 

Join the LWV of Huntington for its Board 

meeting at the Senior Citizens Beach House on 

August 26th, 10:30 AM 

Little Neck Road, Centerport 

 

After the meeting, we will celebrate together.  

Refreshments can be purchased at the snack bar. 

THE HUNTINGTON VOTER 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HUNTINGTON 

P. O. Box 20693 

Huntington Station, NY  11746 

(631) 421-5164 
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HUNTINGTON BOARD 

 
2009-2010 

 
Officers 

 
President:  Judie Gorenstein 

 
Vice President:  Irene Ferrand 

 
Vice-President:  Katherine Hoak 

 
Treasurer:  Mary McLaughlin 

 
Secretary:  Valentine Titus 

 
 

Elected Directors 
 

Marilyn Brown 
 

Eileen Cobblens 
 

Arlene Forwand 
 

Pat Klein 
 

Linda Lessing 
 

Barbara Magaliff 
 

JoAnn McCarthy 
 

Rosemarie Sepanski 
 

Dianne Slavin (Dr.) 
 
 

Off-Board 
 

Janet Allen-Spencer 
 

Dorothea Cappadona (Dr.) 
 

Marcy Emerson 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Everyone who attended our annual dinner and meeting on June 

16th at the Bonwit Inn knows that not only was our 2008-2009 a 

successful year, but it ended with a wonderful event.  We enjoyed 

good food, great prizes in our Chinese Auction, and were brought 

up to date on the New York Court System by our keynote speaker 

and member, Elizabeth Hubbard.  I want to thank Libby and 

know that all our members appreciated her sharing with us her 

wealth of information on this very important topic.  I want to 

thank everyone who donated items for our Chinese Auction, too, 

and those who purchased raffle tickets adding to the evening's 

financial success.  I thank our past Board for a job well done and 

welcome our new Board members.  Throughout the evening, 

many members, including myself, were pleasantly surprised when 

their raffle number was called, but the best surprise of the 

evening was having a nomination from the floor for Secretary to 

the 2009-2010 Board.  Our board has been functioning without a 

secretary for a number of years. Marilyn Brown has been Acting 

Recording Secretary whenever possible; and she, as well as the 

rest of us, was delighted to vote for Valentine Titus as Secretary.  

A special thanks to Marilyn for helping fill the void and to Val for 

assuming the role of both Recording and Corresponding 

Secretary. 

 

Our 2009-2010 year began with our Board meeting on July 16th 

at my home.  I am pleased to report that 14 members attended 

this meeting, and we accomplished a lot.  Eileen Coblens and 

Barbara Magaliff were appointed Directors with a healthcare 

folio.  They are looking forward to forming a committee and 

planning a program to educate the community on this very 

important topic.  

 

For the first time, we will be having a voter registration drive at 

Five Towns College, which is only the beginning of a liaison with 

this wonderful resource in our community.  We are looking for a 

person to chair a statewide study on consolidating districts.  If 

you are interested, please let me know. 

 

August 26th, Women Equality Day, is the anniversary of the 

passage of the 19th amendment.  This is an important day to 

remember and commemorate.  To do this, we have been fortunate 

to be able to arrange a Board meeting that day at 10:30 AM at 

the Senior Citizens Beach House at Centerport Beach.  We will 

decide then on our League's nonpartisanship policy and also 

plan programs for the rest of 2009.   Remember, all members are 

invited to attend Board meetings.  After the board meeting at 

12:30 PM, we will celebrate this historic day with a good time at 

the beach, enjoying the beautiful view from the porch and the 

air-conditioned rooms inside.  Refreshments can be purchased at 

the snack bar; we will provide cake and fruit.  This will be a 

wonderful opportunity to socialize, discuss relevant issues and, if 

desired, join others in Scrabble or a card game.  Please call me at 

491-3177 if you are planning to attend.  

 

We are most certainly looking forward to another wonderful year. 

 

Judie Gorenstein  
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POLITICAL CALENDAR 

  

 Primary Election:  September 15 

 

Aug. 21- Last day to postmark voter registration form to be able to vote in 

primary  

Aug. 26 Change of address must be received by BOE for primary  

Sept. 8 Last day to postmark application for absentee ballot for primary  

Sept. 14 Last day to apply in person for absentee ballot for primary  

Sept. 14 Last day to postmark absentee ballot  

Sept. 15 Last day to deliver absentee ballot in person to the county BOE  

Sept. 15 Primary Election  

  

General Election:   November  3  

Oct. 9 Last day to postmark voter registration form to vote in general election  

Oct. 9 Last day to register at local board of election unless you have been 

honorably discharged from the military or become a naturalized citizen since 

Oct. 9 . then have until Oct. 23 to register at Board of Elections.  

Oct. 14 Change of address must be received by BOE  

Oct. 27 Last day to postmark application for absentee ballot  

Nov. 2 Last day to apply in person for absentee ballot  

Nov. 2 Last day to postmark absentee ballot 

Nov. 3 Last day to deliver absentee ballot in person to board of elections  

Nov. 3. General Election 

 

 

Libby Hubbard was the keynote speaker 

at the dinner-meeting on June 16th at the 

Bonwit Inn.  She spoke from her 

extensive experience and involvement 

with the Courts in New York State. 

Irene Ferrand was honored at the 

meeting for her important input to the 

Huntington League through many years.  

Her hard work and commitment has made 

a dramatic difference to the League's 

successes.  Past President Rosemarie 

Sepanski made the presentation to Irene. 

We incorporated an enjoyable fundraiser 

in the dinner/meeting, i.e., a Chinese 

Auction.  We did rather well with that 

endeavor!! 
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Legislative Committee Report 

This past April/May, league legislative committee members 

interviewed NYS Senators Flanagan and Marcellino and 

Assemblymen Conte and Raia on the following: 

Energy and Environment 

1.  Separate from the issue of "cap and trade,” how are you 

specifically supporting capping greenhouse gas emissions and 

using funds of emissions credits to support the development of 

renewable energy? 

2.  What proposals and actions have you taken to support 

green building legislation that will require new or substantial 

construction of state buildings to adhere to new green building 

standard to be established by DEC/NYSERDA (Dept. of  

Energy Conservation/New York State Energy & Research 

Development) similar to LEED (Leadership in Energy & 

Environmental Design) guidelines? 

State Government 

1a.  How would you revise the absentee ballot form so as to 

include "no excuse" absentee ballot voting? 

b.  Has there been any documentation of voter fraud and, if so, 

could you share that with us? 

2.  What provisions are you suggesting for campaign finance 

reform and how would these provisions end preferential 

access to politicians? 

3a.  Will you support a Constitutional Amendment to create a 

non-partisan commission to draw legislative and congressional 

districts? 

b.  If a Constitutional Amendment is not feasible at this time, 

how else might a non-partisan commission be established? 

Transportation 

1.  What proposals do you have for expanding public 

transportation in both building infrastructure and in providing 

more service? 

2.  Where in NYS do you think that high-speed rail service 

would be most useful?  Why? 

3.  What proposals do you have to encourage high-density 

"walk-able" neighborhoods? 

Smart Growth 

1. How do you propose to provide funds for desirable 

community preservation, such as open spaces, working farms, 

historic buildings, etc.? 

2.  How do you propose to curtail urban sprawl? 

 

 

Health Care 

1.  What proposals/actions are you offering to provide health 

insurance to the uninsured in NYS? 

2.    What are your positions on the following and why? 

• Healthy Teens Act 

• Reproductive Health Act 

• Pharmacy Benefit Management Act 

3. What specific proposals/suggestions do you have for 

containing health care costs in NYS? 

NYS Fair Pay Act 

Will you support NYS Fair Pay Act (A.3911, S.955)? If not, 

why?  

District Consolidation 

Do you support the consolidation of "special districts" (water, 

sewer, etc.) and if so, which would you focus on first? 

Arlene Forwand 

 

Health Care Committee 

The Huntington League of Women Voters has 

established a new committee which will focus on the 

issue of Health Care Reform.  Barbara Magaliff and 

Eileen Coblens will chair this committee, and they 

are working toward presenting a program sometime 

this year that will educate the public on the status of 

health care reform.   

At this point we are a committee of two, and we 

would encourage members to volunteer to join us in 

becoming informed about the League's position on 

health care and in planning the open meeting.  If you 

would like to join the Health Care Reform 

committee, please contact: 

Barbara Magaliff:   631-421-2455 

    bmagaliff@yahoo.com 

Eileen Coblens:  516-922-4988 

ecoblens@yahoo.com 

 

Barbara Magaliff 

Eileen Coblens 
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 (art)           (antiques)          (agriculture)     

    

 

 

 

Summer 2009 

 Join the Artists in the Attic and the antique dealers of 

Yankee Peddler as they welcome the Farmer’s Market to 

 Huntington Station 

Every Saturday, July 25 - Labor Day from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 Come out to the Church Street parking lot 

(opposite Yankee Peddler) to browse through art and antiques, 

while you pick out the freshest local produce. 

 

Art & Antiques & Agriculture on the 

Avenue….perfect! 
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