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MEET THE CANDIDATES NIGHT

Candidates for 2" Congressional District
Steve Israel
Frank Stalzer

New York State Senate 2" District
John Flanagan
Michael J. DePaoli

New York State Senate 5" District
Carl Marcellino
Matt Meng

New York State Assembly 9"AD
Andrew Raia
Karen Kerr-Ozimek

New York State Assembly 10" AD
James Conte
Jeffrey Stark

Monday, October 27, 2008
7 PM -9 PM
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31 Broadway, Greenlawn, NY 11740
Tel: (631) 757-4200

Sponsored by:
The League of Women Voters of Huntington
The American Association of University Women &
The Huntington Township Chamber of Commerce




MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The LWV of Huntington certainly has been visible these past two :
HUNTINGTON BOARD months. We have not only conducted voter registration drives .
and done VOTE 18, but we were also a proud co-sponsor of the |
2008-2009 extremely well-attended showing of "The Exonerated” at the :
Cinema Arts Centre. We have been not only educating voters -
. about election law, but also about our issues. The people whom -
Officers we come into contact with are grateful for the work we do. | -
cannot tell you all how many phone calls have come in to the .
League phone asking questions in regard to voting. .
. . . - :
President: Judie Gorenstein This is my time to thank each one of you who has volunteered
your time and fulfilled your commitments. For those members :

Vice President: Irene Ferrand* who are not yet involved but want to be, there is always -
something you can do. We are still looking for volunteers to help -
Vice-President: Katherine Hoak out as poll watchers on Election Day. We also can use more -

volunteers to help at our Meet the Candidates’ Night on October -
27. Perhaps there is a program idea you think is important for .
the League to follow up on. Please let us know. Do you have a .
special talent or interest? We might be able to find a way to .

Treasurer: Mary McLaughlin

Directors utilize it. If you don't have time but know people who may want :

to be members, you can recruit them. Sometimes, all you need :

Dianne Slavin (Dr.) to do is ask. The more members we have, the more we can -
accomplish. There is so much we can do.

Marilyn Brown The next two months promise to be extremely busy. Along with :

all the events that are listed in the following pages, people look .

Arlene Forwand to the LWV to answer questions concerning the election and its .

processes. This year's election has many firsts. There is the .
highest number of new voter registrations and the highest :
expected voter turnout. In New York, the Ballot Marking Devices -
(BMD) will be available in each polling site. The BMD allows -

Linda Lessing*

JoAnn McCarthy* voters with disabilities to vote on their own for the very first -
14

time. Also, since there is a statewide voter registration database -

Marcia Robbins for the very first time, everyone is being urged to make certain .

they are a registered voter and their status is active before going .
to the polls to vote. To be sure that you have the most recent .

Rosemarie Sepanski* facts and websites, | urge you to go to the LWV-Suffolk website *
to access the information as follows:
Oft-Board www.lwv-suffolkcounty.orq
You will be impressed with the professional job our webmaster, :
Dorothea Cappadona (Dr.) Adam Gaus, has done. You certainly can refer others to our .

website also.

Marcy Emerson :
y However, when being asked questions about the League of :

Women Voters, always remember that we are non-partisan. We -

Janet Allen-Spencer support and lobby for specific issues, but never for either a party -
or a candidate. In this year, with so much interest and many
*Term ends June 30, 2009 questions, it is more important than ever to affirm our non- .
partisanship. Democracy is not a spectator sport, and we are .
not spectators!

Judie Gorenstein, President .
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VOTER SERVICES COMMITTEE UPDATE

- September has been a very busy and very productive
month for Voter Services. My thanks to my committee
. members who pitched in to support this important
work!!

This month we held six voter registration drives,

. including events at Suffolk Community College, Henry

. Schein, Huntington Enrichment Center, and Cow Harbor
- Day. We have been impressed with the enthusiasm this

. year’s presidential election has generated. Many more

- people have been approaching us asking how to register
if they have not voted before, and others are actively
. seeking out absentee ballot applications. All in all, we
have registered well over 200 new voters and distributed

. several dozen absentee voter applications.

In addition, we sponsored three showings of the movie
. “Iron Jawed Angels” in the public libraries in Half
- Hollow Hills, Huntington and Harborfields. We also

. sponsored a showing of the movie “Exonerated” at the

- Cinema Arts Centre.

October promises to be a busy month for us, including
: the Huntington Fall Festival registration drive on
. October 11-12 and our “Meet the Candidates’ Night,” on
Monday, October 27, at Harborfields Public Library.

Again, my thanks to Judie Gorenstein and the many
. members of this committee who continue to give
- generously of their time to support and promote the
League.

Dianne Slavin

VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES CAN NOW
VYOTE WITH PRIVACY

. Thave been a poll worker in Huntington for a few years.
. Because 1 have been very interested in the KIND of
. voting machines Suffolk County was choosing to be
. HAVA compliant, I volunteered to learn how to set up
. and use the Ballot Marking Devices (BMDs). These
. devices are designed to be used this year by voters with
. various disabilities. I was one of many poll
- workers who had the six-hour training and hands-on
- experience with the BMDs in order to be able to help
voters with disabilities vote privately for the first time.
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This means a lot to those voters who in the past had to :
depend on others. .

There was one of these mysterious black machines at -
each polling site for the first time during this year's -
primary elections. In a private corner of the room, those -
who were visually disabled were provided
with earphones. A clear voice explained their options, :
together with an easy-to-understand hand device for their -
input. For those who could not use their hands, a foot
pedal was available to allow voters to answer yes or no, :
and to mark the ballot. For those who are quadriplegic,
a sip and puff method was provided. A straw allows ;
them to sip in for "yes" and puff out for "no." After the :

voter is finished, the vote was summarized for the voter's

assent, placed into the optical scanner and dropped into
the vote box. At the end of the day, the ballots were to -
be distributed to the proper voting district and tallied. -
No one used the BMD at my polling site during the -
primary. In fact, there was a very poor turnout for the -
primary. I learned that only eight voters used the BMDs
in Suffolk County.

I'am looking forward to the presidential election on
November 4™ and anticipate that I will be able to help *
some voters with disabilities vote by themselves for the :
very first time.

Cynthia Chaffee .
Member .

MEMBERSHIP

We welcome three new members to the Huntington
League. We hope to make their acquaintance
shortly!

Barbara Magaliff
J.Z. Sullivan
Robert Festa.

In addition, we welcome Laura Reimers, who has
transferred her membership from the League in
Arlington, VA to the Huntington League.

We welcome you all!

Irene Ferrand
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NOTES FROM TOWN BOARD MEETINGS

AUGUST 5, 2008

¢ Once again the Town Board voted to extend the moratorium
* on the issuance of approvals or permits by Town agencies for

golf properties held in private ownership for an additional six
- months through February 5, 2009.

. The Board reserved decision at a hearing to consider adding
¢ parking restrictions on Broadway near the L.I.LR.R. station to

allow for street cleaning of the area.

. Residents of Highview Residential Complex, also near the
. L.LR.R. station, appealed to the Board to have the block wall
. along Route 110 extended for safety reasons. The Huntington

. Community Development Agency has approved the extension.

- Decision was reserved at the hearing to amend the Town Code
- Chapter 141 Noise, to restrict the usage of blowers by

. gardeners to a time to be decided.

- Representatives of the business district in Northport along
- 25A are seeking a one-year moratorium on the issuance of
. approvals and grants for non-residential construction to allow
. time for the Northport Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor
. to make provision to maintain the historic, aesthetic quality of

. their community.

The Board amended the Code of the Town, Chapter 186,
- which will restrict damaging and cutting down trees.

. At the Public Hearing residents and neighbors of Millenium

¢ Hills complained about threats, safety issues and harassment
* by some families of the community, and appealed to the Town

Board for help.

AUGUST 26, 2008

- There was an unannounced Board meeting at 8:50 AM. for
- two resolutions. The first authorized the continued acquisition
. of property at the estimated cost of $5,000,000; continued

. construction for park and recreation areas at the estimated cost
. of $5,000,000;

. The construction of neighborhood enhancements and
. improvements at the estimated cost of $4,000,000; and green

. renewable energy improvements at the estimated cost of

$1,000,000.

. The Board authorized the issuance of $15,000,000 bonds to
. finance the above expenditures subject to a mandatory
. referendum on Nov. 14, 2008.
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SEPTEMBER 23, 2008

The first hearing considered the draft of the Town of :
Huntington Comprehensive Plan update. There were many °
speakers in support of this long awaited draft. It may be -
viewed on the Town’s website. .

There was much debate at the hearing of approval of Schmitts
Farm’s application for temporary parking and the extension of
operating hours for their Haunted House during the weekends :
preceding, as well as, the weekend of Halloween. Members of -
the Villages Homeowners’ Association protested the noise and -
traffic in the area abutting their property. Supervisor Petrone -
called for an intermission, which lasted 25 minutes, for the -
involved parties to meet with the Town attorney to mediate .
their differences

The Board enacted Local Law 30-2008 to fast track -
applications for installations of solar panels. It also fast -
tracked new construction including universal design -
components in the plans.

The Board adopted Local Law 28-2008 for stricter
requirements for licensing junkyards and their applicants.

The Board directed that all vacant positions and all positions
in the general contingency account be frozen for 2008 and
2009, that all but essential purchases of supplies and services

cease for the remainder of 2008, and that henceforth, all -

capital projects be approved by the Supervisor prior to bids
being let.

The board directed each department head to evaluate the |
department’s energy needs and to plan for energy
conservation.

Public Hearings Scheduled For October 7, 2008:

To consider the increase and improvements of the South
Huntington Water District; the assessment of the Huntington -
Sewer District; the Assessment of the Centerport Sewer -
District; Preliminary Operating Budget including salaries of -
Town Board members; Preliminary Capital Budget and -
proposed capital projects undertaken during 2009; Increased .
fees for building applications and permits; Increased fees for
rental registration Chapter 160; Fee change for liquid waste
trucked to the Huntington Sewerage Treatment Plant;
Increased Fees for accessory apartment permits and renewals;
Doubling fines for violations of the Uniform Traffic Code; .
Revision of the Code for those owning historic buildings.

Jo-Ann McCarthy .

Oct-Nov 2008



WETLANDS!

CAN LONG ISLAND HAVE A KATRINA-LIKE DISASTER??2222?

Come to the presentation by the Lloyd Harbor Conservation Board, in conjunction with the League of
. Women Voters of Huntington's presentation on this topic.

Thursday, November 13, 2008
Cold Spring Harbor Library
95 Harbor Road, ( Rte. 25A)

Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724

7PM -9 PM

- Featured speakers:

Dr. Nicole Maher, The Nature Conservancy, "Current Research and Findings"

Dr. William Muller, Professor of Biology, NYIT, "Huntington's Wetlands and their Impact on Long Island Sound"
Robin Kriesberg, Friends of the Bay, "Why Wetlands"?

Patricia Aitken, Friends of the Bay, "Monitoring Water Quality and QUAPPS"

. Do you understand the role of wetlands in storm mitigation, the food chain, potable water, etc? Do you know where Long Island's
. wetlands are located? Are vulnerable? What problems are associated with LI wetlands? What should we know about Huntington's
. wetlands? How does one measure the changes in streams, bays, channels, LI Sound?

. Come, listen, learn, and ask questions of these renowned experts. Attendance is free; refreshments will be served.

WHY WETLANDS?

: Why should you make sure that you attend our public meeting on "Wetlands"? For one thing, wetlands have a direct impact on your :
. economic life, as well as on many other aspects of your life. How?

: Most people do not appreciate the value of wetlands until Hurricane Katrina demonstrated one of their functions; i.e., a buffer zone.
: Many people thought that we could just go on developing and draining these areas. Their value as fish nurseries, lower food chain :
. sources, etc., was disregarded. Finally, we are becoming aware of the need to maintain and restore these valuable assets. At this -
: meeting, you will learn how we can go about this.

. Incredibly, relatively little is known about Long Island's wetlands. So, developers have been allowed a free rein to develop almost .
. any property. This has impacted all of us. Fortunately, scientists are beginning to study L.I.'s wetlands. Dr. Nicole Maher will .
share her scientific results. Dr. Bill Muller's focus will be on the Huntington area’s wetlands and their impact on Long Island Sound.

. The Friends of the Bay Directors, Robin Kriesberg and Pat Aitken, will describe the utility and roles of wetlands in the environment.
. They actively monitor streams which feed the wetlands, collect, collate, and report their data.

. So, you may ask, "Is the status of L.I.'s wetlands improving or deteriorating, and how does that status impact me?" "What should I do .
¢ to improve the situation?"

. It is important that you attend this meeting on November 13"
Dr. Dorothy Cappadona .
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“THE EXONERATED” Proposed: Under the proposed amendment, the
disability must only be certified by the U.S Department

The League of Women Voters of Huntington, in of Veterans Affairs to exist at the time that the veteran
conjunction with New Yorkers Against the Death applies for appointment or promotion. The proposed
Penalty, presented a screening of the film “The amendment would also update the reference to the
Exonerated” at the Cinema Arts Centre on September “United States Veterans Administration” in this section
25, 2008. Over 180 people attended this important to instead refer to the “United States Department of
- event. The film, featuring Danny Glover, Aidan Quinn, Veterans Affairs” to reflect current federal government
: Brian Dennehy, Susan Sarandon, and Delroy Lindo, structure. Shall the proposed amendment be approved?
. portrays the experience of six people who were wrongly
accused and imprisoned. It was later determined that Discussion:

each was innocent of the accusations.
Applicants for many jobs in New York state and local

After the movie showing, Martin Tankleff spoke to the government are required to take a civil service

audience with poise, sincerity and the confidence of a examination, and applicants are appointed or promoted
person who has handled well the challenges that he to these positions based on their scores on the

faced. He said that he was wrongly accused of killing examination. Disabled veterans who were disabled in the
his parents and wrongly imprisoned. During his actual performance of duty in any war also receive a
imprisonmejnt, he displayed egceptional inner strength; defined amount of extra points on these examinations to
and he studied and educated himself on matters of law. increase their scores, giving them preferential status on
He had strong family support. With the determination the lists of those who qualify. The purpose of the

and the support of family and friends, he was able to proposal is to eliminate the requirement that disabled
overturn his conviction. He plans to attend law school. veterans be receiving disability payments from the

In listening to Martin Tankleff, one realizes that strength federal government in order to qualify for additional
and perseverance were the keys to his overcoming credit on the civil service examinations.

adversity.

The State Constitution currently requires two things for
the disabled veteran to qualify for the additional points:
1) the veteran must be receiving disability payments
from the United States Veterans Administration; and 2)
the United States Veterans Administration must certify
that the veteran’s disability exists at the time that the
veteran applies for appointment or promotion.

In listening to the audience's comments and questions, it

was clear that they were in favor of abolishing the death
. penalty and reforming our criminal justice

system. Many took our Directory of Public Officials in

order to make contact with officials and to be advocates

for change. This was indeed a very worthwhile event.

Linda Lessing

Pro: There is a long history (indeed, since the Civil
War) of veterans, particularly disabled veterans, being
afforded preferential treatment in qualifying for and
being retrained for positions in the civilian world.
Preferential treatment is a recognition of veterans’
sacrifice and service to our country, and also serves to

AMENDMENT PROPOSAL FOR THE NOYV. make military service more attractive. Voting against
2008 GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT this amendment would continue the status quo, which

makes it harder for disabled veterans to qualify for
additional points on civil service examinations. This in
turn makes it harder for them to be appointed or
promoted to positions in the civil service.

Amendment to Article 5, Section 6, of the Constitution
in relation to additional civil service credit for members
of the armed forces of the United States:

Con: The League can identify no arguments against this

- At Present: Currently, in order to qualify for additional
proposal.

points on a civil service examination for appointment or
promotion, veterans disabled in actual performance of
duty must be receiving disability payments from the U.S.

Veterans Administration. Marilyn Brown
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CALENDAR
Date Time Subject Location
October 11 & 12 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM LI Fall Festival Voter Heckscher Park
Information Table
October 27 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Meet the Candidates’ Night Harborfields Library
October 28 Last day to apply for absentee
ballot
October 29 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM Women’s Networking Day Larkfield Manor
November 4 Election Day
November 9 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM Post Election Day Brunch Bellport Country Club
November 13 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Huntington’s Wetlands: Can a | Cold Spring Harbor Library
“Katrina” Happen Here?

Marcy Emerson, co-editor of the Voter, helps Hispanic
Registrants at the Brentwood Library

Judie Gorenstein & Stace Hansen of Copenhagen Bakery
who donated their delicious cookies during Cow Harbor
Day
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Transportation Issues to Lead SC League Priorities in 2008-2009 continued from page 1

Several aspects of transportation were noted: the need to educate people to walk, to bike, to take public transpor-
tation; the importance of publicity so that people are more aware of what is available now; improvement in the co-
ordination of services now in operation; accommodation to the needs of people with disabilities, among many oth-
ers. From investigation, we noted that both the LWVUS and the LWVNYS, in their Energy & Environment posi-
tions, address public transportation. It is also addressed in regard to affordable housing and smart growth. This is a
multi-faceted concern. We decided that our next step will be to form a committee to study all aspects of transporta-
tion and the effect of its shortfall in Suffolk County, and then to determine what our positions will be.

We were notified of the Lloyd Aquifer Protection Bill (S1558, A2986) which is awaiting Governor Patterson’s
signature. There are strong pressures being brought to bear against the signing of this bill, but protection of the
Lloyd Aquifer is critical to Long Islanders. Dr. Dorothy Cappadona, our environmental specialist, is contacting
League members to encourage their contacting the Governor to urge his support and signature on this bill.

The Legislative Committee determined that it would continue to support its positions in support of Affordable
Housing, and Campaign Finance Reform. Our strong advocacy for Alternatives for Incarceration (ATI) will also
continue. This includes the importance we see in both improved services for those with mental illness, and in Re-

storative Justice.

Environmental Issues are outstanding concerns, including the preservation of open space and the decisions made
in regard to land use. Ground water conservation is of critical importance. We determined that it is important to
form a committee to assess these concerns. This proposal will be presented at the next County Board meeting in

Riverhead.

Not the least of our concerns is the status of health care in Suffolk County. The delivery of services here for years
has been outstanding and a model for other municipalities. We now have grave concerns that the delivery of

League of Women Voters
of Suffolk County

2008 Post Election Brunch
Bellport Country Club

Sunday November 9, 2008
10:30am—1:30pm

National, State, and Local Election Insights
Journalists Karl Grossman & Rick Brand
NYS Assemblyman Fred Thiele

Local League Voter Service Awards
LWYVSC Liberty Award

Visit www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org for more details

Cost:  League Members (paid in advance) $30
Non-members or Pay at the Door $35

For information contact Sue Wilson, sswilson@hamptons.com 283-6549
Please make checks payable to LWVNYSEF
and mail BEFORE OCTOBER 31 to
Marilyn McKeown, 15 Mott Lane, Brookhaven, NY 11719

services, both staff and hours, has been cut
back. Many of our citizens are totally depend-
ent on the accessibility of health care provided
in our clinics. Preventive care, especially, is
becoming less available, a condition which is
necessary for us to monitor.

Katherine Hoak

Voter Service Activities Prime Focus of
Suffolk County Leagues in Election Season

Voter Registration Drives and Candidates
Meetings filled calendars in September, Octo-
ber, and early November throughout Suffolk
County. From the Nassau border to the East
End, local League members set up tables out-
side supermarkets, at community fairs, at
health centers, and local colleges. The list of
possibilities was only limited by hours in the
day, and our inability to clone our dedicated
members!

Each year, LWVSC’s Post Election Brunch
honors our tireless volunteers, in particular
with the county Liberty Award, as well as the
well-deserved local League Voter Service
Awards.

For the last few years, we have compiled the
vast number of voter education, voter registra-
tion, and voter service activities held by our
five local Leagues: Brookhaven, Hamptons,
Huntington, Shelter Island, and Smithtown.

Join us Sunday, Nov. 9 at Bellport!



