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Can the President be elected
by popular vote without having
a Constitutional Amendment?

Have you felt that electing our president by the Electoral College is not only antiquated, but unfair?
Don't we say, one man (woman), one vote? This is not the case when the Electoral College is used. A
presidential vote cast in a small, low population state is worth much more than one cast in New York. While
it is true that only four presidents have been elected who did not win the popular vote, our last two
presidential elections amplify the problems with our present system.

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the direct popular vote method of
electing the president is essential to representative government and proposes that the Electoral College be
abolished. Because it would take an amendment to the Constitution to accomplish this and because more
than one quarter of the states would vote against it in their own best interests, the chances of abolishing it
are remote, at best.

John R. Koza, a consulting professor at Stanford University, devised a plan to have the US move to a
nationwide popular vote by having individual states join a “Compact for a National Popular Vote.” Each
state participating in the plan would award all of its electoral votes to the presidential candidate receiving
the most popular votes nationwide. The compact plan would take effect to elect him/her president if it is
enacted by states that collectively possess 270 electoral votes, the needed majority in the Electoral College
for election. The total votes have been 538 since 1964.

Maryland is the first state to enact a law to join the compact. A bill has been introduced in the New
York Assembly in favor of joining the compact.

Should New York join the compact? Even though the LWVUS supports the abolishment of the
Electoral College, there has not yet been a national position on the compact. Therefore, delegates at the
LWVNYS Convention voted almost unanimously (one nay vote) to do this study. Members on this statewide
study, including Judie Gorenstein, are busy looking at the pros and cons of the compact and will be
developing a study guide for local Leagues. Our Huntington League will be involved in this important
statewide study. Consensus will be due from the local Leagues by November 30, 2008.

Are you interested in learning more about this and being involved in the study? Please contact
Judie Gorenstein at 491-3177. Remember, democracy is not a spectator sport!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This issue of the Voter starts our League year
which runs from July 1, 2007, to June 30, 2008.
Our new Board has just met to plan the
activities for the coming months. On page 3, you
will find a calendar of future events; to mention
a few:

In September, we will be holding an orientation
meeting for prospective members as well as
new (and not so new) members who want to
learn more about the League. Although the
news media have been focusing on the
candidates for the February 2008 presidential
primaries, local elections (including Town Board
members and Suffolk County legislators) are
scheduled for this November. Our Voter Service
committee is planning a “Meet the Candidates”
evening in OQOctober, as well as giving out
information on registering and voting at various
places in Town.

We invite you to join us--whether you have an
occasional two hours to spare for helping at
voter registration or attending one of our
informative meetings, or working on a regular
basis in one of our committees or in a study
group. No time? Then keep informed by reading
our bi-monthly Voter, and State and National
League publications, which are sent to
members. We welcome your support!

Marilyn Brown




2007-2008 CALENDAR

Board Meetings:

Sept. 7 10 AM - Linda Lessing
Oct. 5 10 AM - Judie Gorenstein
Nov. 2 10 AM - Joanne McCarthy
Dec. 7 10 AM - Holiday Party -
Rosemarie Sepanski

Jan. 4 10 AM
Feb. 1 10 AM
Mar. 7 10 AM
Apr. 4 10 AM
May 2 10 AM
June 6 10 AM

Voter Sevrvices:
Aug. 22 9:30 AM - Judie Gorenstein
*Sept. 16 Cow Harbor Day
*Oct. 6 & 7 Long Island Fall

Festival
*Voter Registration Drives

General Meetings/Dates:

Sept. 18 Primaries Voting Day

Sept. 19 7:30 PM - Marilyn Brown

Oct. 30 7-9 PM - Meet the Candidates
Harborfields Public
Library

Nov. 6 Election Day

Nov. 28 1-3 PM - Dolan Center
Summary of
Symposium on
Affordable Housing

Jan. 24 1-3 PM - Dolan Center

Compact for a National
Popular Vote

February 21 Presidential Primaries

March Joint meeting
With AAUW -
SlaveTrade
in Nepal

April 17

May 15

June 19 Annual Meeting

VOTER SERVICES

Although we are constantly being flooded with
information on the candidates for the 2008 presidential
election, we must not forget that November 6, 2007, is
election date this year . There are contested elections for
two Town Council members, as well as Town Clerk, and
Receiver of Taxes.

On the local level, incumbents Susan Berland Dem.,
Work. Fam) and Glenda Jackson (Dem., Work. Fam.) are
being opposed by William Dowler (Rep., Cons.) and
Deborah Poulos (Rep., Cons.) In addition, there will be a
Primary on_Sept. 18th for the Independence Party in
which Susan Berland, Glenda Jackson, Robert Fusaro
and Charles Pufhal will be running. Town Clerk Jo-Ann
Raia (Rep., Indep.,Cons., Work. Fam.) is being opposed
by James P Kelly (Dem.) Ester Bivona (Dem., Indep.)
is being challenged by Anthony M D'Angelis ( Rep.,
Cons.) for Receiver of Taxes.

County Legislator Steve Stern (Dem., Ind., Work.
Fam.) from the 16™ Legislative District is being opposed
by William Groh (Rep., Cons.). Legislator Louis
D'Amaro (Dem., Ind., Cons., Work. Fam.) of the 17"
Legislative District will be running against Robert Cook
(Rep.) Jon Cooper (Dem.) of the 18™ Legislative District
is unopposed at this time.

As League members, we all know the importance of an
educated voter. Therefore, the Voter Service Committee is
planning a ""Meet the Candidates'' Night on Oct. 30th at
the Harborfield Public Library from 7 to 9 PM to give our
members and the public the opportunity to meet
and learn about the candidates. Save the date!
Remember the other important dates for this election.
Primaries will be Sept 18 and Election Day is Nov. 6.

The Voter Service Committee has been presenting Vote
18 to classes during the summer. The program was
presented totwo classes of graduate students in
secondary education at Long Island University and in
August we brought the program to Brentwood High for
the first time. Through this program we have not only
helped register over 700 voters but hopefully encouraged
them to be active participants in their government. We
are looking forward to being in West Babylon High on
Sept. 18th and are continuing to explore possibilities with
other school districts. Can we help register 1,000 voters
by Nov. 6, 2007? With Vote 18 and the registration drives
we will have at Cow Harbor Day and the Fall Festival, it is
very likely we will register over 1,000 voters. If you want
to help in this most important endeavor, call Judie
Gorenstein (491-3177).

Judie Gorenstein




ANNUAL MEETING
Off the Wall
June 7, 2007

Twenty-three of us attended the Annual
Meeting at Off the Wall, a global fusion restaurant
in Huntington. Three of our nine new members
joined us. After dinner, our speaker, Commissioner
Anita Katz, gave us as much new information as
was available on the challenges facing the Board of
Elections and the need to replace the lever machines
for the coming elections.

Commissioner Anita Katz
Board of Elections

What has been happening with the
replacement of our voting machines? Which
machines have been certified? When will the
choice be made? The twenty-three members who
attended our annual meeting got an opportunity to
hear Suffolk County BOE Commissioner Anita
Katz answer these questions. We found out from
her that nothing much has been happening! She had
hoped to bring us new information, but the whole
process has been stalled in Albany due to the
decertification of CIBER, the company who was
testing the voting machines.

However, there is some good news! New
York did not lose the millions of dollars we might
have because of our failure to replace our lever
machines by 2007. Commissioner Katz also
assured us that there is no way our votes in the
presidential election of 2008 will not be counted. If
Suffolk County and New York are mandated to
have new machines by the presidential election, we
will have them. The Suffolk BOE and the LWV
will work together to make sure we continue to
have integrity in our elections.

Business Meeting

The annual business meeting followed the
presentation by Commissioner Katz. The Budget
Report was discussed and unanimously accepted. No
changes were recommended either to the By-Laws or
Local Programs.

The Nominating Committee gave its report.
The new slate is as follows:

President: Marilyn Brown 6/30/08

Vice President: Katherine Hoak 6/30/08

I'" Vice President:  Judie Gorenstein ~ 6/30/09

2" Vice President: Irene Ferrand 6/30/09

Secretary:

Treasurer: Mary McLaughlin  6/30/08

Directors: Arlene Forwand 6/30/08
Marcia Robbins 6/30/08
Linda Lessing 6/30/09
Rosemarie Sepanski 6/30/09
Diane Slavin 6/30/09
JoAnn McCarthy  6/30/09

Nominating Marion Hanna

Committee:




Notes From Town Hall Meeting May 22, 2007

Richard Koubek, vice president of the Huntington
Housing Coalition, read a six page report entitled
“Broken Promises at The Greens,” which charged
the Town of Huntington with failing to keep its
commitment to build 100 units of senior affordable
housing on this site and 75 single family homes on
Ruland Road. There was a heated response to this
report by Supervisor Petrone and Councilman
Cuthbertson. Ken Christiansen, president of the
Huntington Housing Coalition, and a former
member of the Huntington Town Board, noted that
the Town allowed developers to complete the
market rate housing, giving them permits and
certificate of occupancy, in conflict with their
original regulation and contract with the builder,
that they would not release the last two hundred
permits until the affordable housing was built.
There are lawsuits now pending between the Town,
the developer and affordable housing advocates.

Health benefits for the Huntington Zoning Board of
Appeals and the Planning Board were addressed by
Christopher Modelewski, chairman of the Zoning
Board, who spoke in favor of keeping the health
plan package. Only 6 of the 13 members have
health insurance through the Town’s plan.

Notes From Town Hall Meeting June 5, 2007

The Town Board voted to revoke the extension of
Health Benefits to members of the Huntington
Board of Appeals and the Zoning Board. All of the
members of these Boards would be compensated
with a $6000 pay raise, their first raise since 1991.
The Councilmembers voted 4 yes, with
Councilwoman Susan Berland abstaining, because
notification of the change of policy occurred a few
hours before the meeting, thereby not allowing the
public to be informed.

A public hearing is scheduled for June 19th to
extend the moratorium for an additional six months
on the issuance of permits by Town agencies for
golf course properties held in private ownership,
excluding Ryder Ave. Golf Course. It was adopted
with 4 yes votes and one no vote by Susan Berland,
because of the exclusion.

During the Public Portion of the meeting an appeal was
made to the Town Board by the Huntington Station
Enrichment Center leaders and members, both young
and old, for funding for its many programs. At this
time they cannot pay their staff. Supervisor Petrone
stated that his hands were tied, because all funding
would be appropriated by the I.R.S.

Notes From Town Hall June 19, 2007

A representative from Repower Long Island presented
the results of a green study, which concluded that the
air quality of our county is among the worst in the state,
due to the antiquated 50 year old LIPA plant in
Northport. She stated that retrofitting this facility would
reduce pollution by 90% and increase energy output by
2 or 3 times.

Local resident, Daniel Karpen, an occasional fisherman
in Hecksher Pond, has received a letter from DEC’s
regional fisheries manager supporting his claim that
Huntington should not have “No Fishing” signs posted
at this site. He presented the letter to the Board.

There was heated debate during the hearing to consider
extending the moratorium on golf course development
with the exemption of the Ryder Avenue Property. One
supporter requested that housing on this site should
include 2 or 5 acre zoning. Tuscany Estates plans the
construction of 30 single family homes on the 41 acre
parcel. Opponents argued for the inclusion of the site in
the extended moratorium, because of wildlife
considerations, as well as, foreseen drainage problems
with development. This concluded the hearing.

The Supervisor was authorized to apply for additional
Community Development Block Grant Entitlement
Funds of approximately $10,000,000.

The Town has brokered a settlement between the
Huntington Station Enrichment Center and the Big H
shopping center. The Town will be able to relocate the
enrichment center back to its original site 1264-68 New
York Avenue and will provide renovations. Big H will
allow the Enrichment Center to remain at its present
location until completion of the improvements, and will
pay $10,000 toward roof repairs at the new location.




The Supervisor was authorized to execute a contract
with the Family Service League to operate the Day
Labor site in Huntington Station. The site was
originally managed, since its inception in 1998, by
the Huntington Station Enrichment Center.

Notes From Town Hall July 10, 2007

The residents of the South Huntington Water
District received notification of a Serial Bond Issue
of $4,572,000 to increase and improve its facilities.
Many residents disputed the need for
improvements. Supervisor Petrone concluded the
hearing with a request to the Water District Board
Members to hold a public information meeting for
the residents, followed by a report to the Town
Board.

Many residents living near the L.I.LR.R. tracks spoke
about the high decibel level horns on the newer
railroad trains. We now have 99 trains going
through Huntington daily. The Town Board
unanimously voted to support resolution 2007-423,
“to urge the Metropolitan Transit Authority and
Long Island Rail Road to reduce locomotive train
horn decibel levels and adopt the use of new sound
reduction devices and urging the Huntington
delegation in the New York State Legislature to
research and fund Quiet Zones in the Town of
Huntington.”  Many residents argued for the
installation of quadrant gates, long used in other
countries, which would eliminate the need for horn
blowing at intersections altogether.

The vote was 4 for and Susan Berland against the
adoption of the law to extend the building
moratorium for 6 more months on golf courses held
in private ownership with the exemption of Ryder
Avenue Golf Course.

“...the time to make a determination to consider
adopting Local Law 1-2007, to change the zone of
all areas at mean high water in the unincorporated
portion of the Town...is extended an additional 90
days to 10/21/2007.”

The Town authorized the issuance of $91,000 serial
bonds to finance improvement of facilities in the
Huntington Sewerage Treatment Plant.

The Town authorized the issuance of $50,000 serial
bonds for replacement of sewer manholes in the
Huntington Sewer District.

The Town authorized the issuance of $275,000 serial
bonds for the acquisition of 2 refuse trucks in the
Consolidated Refuse District.

The Town authorized the issuance of $2,205,000 bonds
of said town to finance various road improvements
(subject to permissive referendum).

The Town Board authorized the issuance of $1,350,000
serial bonds for the construction of a new concrete

ground storage tank of the Dix Hills Water District.

Joanne McCarthy

LEADERSHIP HUNTINGTON

League members got a wonderful tour of the
Town Archives on April 18". On September
18" we will be able to get a leader's view tour
of Huntington. Find out what is really
happening in Huntington! It should be fun,
as well as educational.

If interested, contact Judie Gorenstein at 491-
3177. Some of our members are already

signed up, so a reduced price is available.

See the flyer and form on the following pages!




Leadership Huntington

Developing, Connecting, Engaging
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[N Back by popular demand after last September’s outstanding tour

You may “get your kicks on Route 66, but in Huntington we’ll take you for a ride.

Be a part of
Leadership Huntington’s

“Leader’s View Tour”

and

Find out what'’s really “Happening in Huntington”

HOW: A fully air-conditioned luxury coach bus with onboard restroom and recliner seating is the choice
mode of transportation. No old Chevy’s here!

WHERE: You will be picked up and dropped off in the municipal parking lot on Gerard Street in
Huntington Village (across from the Post Office) and taken throughout the Town’s 100 square
mile territory.

WHO: You and anyone interested in the people, places and possibilities of the Town.

WHY: There are 66 reasons why.
Hear and see them with your moderators and guest speakers.

WHEN: Tuesday, September 18, 2007
Bus Tour - 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM (Lunch included)
Social - 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

(Hors d’oeurvres and 1 bar drink at Indigo Restaurant included)
(Indigo is also offering a 20% discount off their menu price for dinner

COST: $66  (all inclusive) Bring one guest along for V% price at $33

SIGN UP: Call Leadership Huntington for reservations (631) 470-3990 or
Fax the form on back to: (631) 425-2870

164 Main Street, Huntington, N.Y. 11743  www.leadershiphuntington.org  (631) 423-6100




Leadership Huntington

Developing, Connecting, Engaging

Bus Tour Reservations — Leader’s Eye View — Sept, 18, 2007

If you have a question, give us a call at (631) 470-3990

To secure a seat on the bus, complete this form and e-mail, fax or mail it to Leadership Huntington.

Full Name

2" Person

Mailing Address

Telephone

Email

How did you learn of the Bus Tour?

Method of Payment

[] Check (payable to Leadership Huntington)

Amount 1 $66.00 for one person

1 $ 165.00 for three persons

Credit Card #

[ ] Credit Card MC  Visa Amex (circle one)
1 $99.00 for two persons

11 $ 198.00 for four persons

Expiration Date

Name on Card

Signature

164 Main Street, Huntington, N.Y. 11743

www.leadershiphuntington.org  (631) 423-6100




The LWV of Huntington would like to extend its appreciation to the following sponsors:
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