


Carol Mellor, Co-President 537-6998

If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies,
we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves 

bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.
Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams

March 31, 1776

As I write this, we are in the midst of Women’s History Month.  As a 
general rule, I am not in favor of designating a month, or day, as a time 
to honor or commemorate a particular group because it seems that to do 
so is to encourage the “honorers” to ignore the accomplishments and 
contributions of the honorees for the rest of the year.  However, sometimes 
it is good to take a moment to gather perspective about history and 
acknowledge successes.  The convergence of several circumstances this 
month lead to the conclusion that there are several reasons to take a look 
at how far women have come into the mainstream of political life in this 
country.
 A recent HBO movie on John Adams reminds us about the power 
and infl uence of Abigail Adams, a daunting force in the life of her husband, 
and a powerful infl uence in the creation of our country.  As expressed 
in the quotation above, she, at the very birth of our nation, warned her 
husband that if the founding fathers failed to take into proper consideration 
the concerns of the “ladies,” they did so at their peril.   Unfortunately, 
insuffi cient attention was paid to her warning at that time, requiring women 
suffragettes to struggle for the vote until fi nally successful in 1920.
 From that movement came the League of Women Voters, which, 
on February 14, celebrated its 88th birthday. The League was designed to 
help women carry out their new responsibilities as voters and to use their 
power to participate in shaping public policy. From the beginning, the 
League was an activist, grassroots organization that believed citizens should 
play a critical role in advocacy. The League, although strictly nonpartisan, 
has always encouraged its members to be political by educating citizens 
about, and lobbying for, government and social reform legislation.  The 
League embodies the voice envisioned by Abigail Adams. 
 What about representation?  Women are fi nding their way into 
elective offi ce on all levels of government and yet only 16 percent of the 
members of Congress are women.   Although women serve at all levels of 
government, their numbers do not fully refl ect their proportionate power.   
So, to honor those who are now serving,  to recognize those who have 
served in the past and to encourage women to seek to serve, the League of 
Women Voters of the Hamptons will honor the women who are presently 
in offi ce in the towns of Southampton and East Hampton at a luncheon in 
June.    I think Abigail would be proud.    

The League of Women Voters 
of the Hamptons

Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters of the Hamptons, 
a nonpartisan political organization, encourages 
the informed and active participation of citizens in 
government, and infl uences public policy through 
education and advocacy.

Diversity Policy
The League of Women Voters of the Hamptons, 
in both its values and practices, is committed to 
diversity and pluralism.  This means that there shall 
be no barriers to participation in any activity of the 
League on the basis of economic position, gender, 
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin 
or disability.  The League of Women Voters of the 
Hamptons recognizes that diverse perspectives 
are important and necessary for responsible and 
representative decision-making.  The League of 
Women Voters of the Hamptons subscribes to the 
belief that diversity and pluralism are fundamental 
to the values it upholds and that inclusiveness 
enhances the organization’s ability to respond more 
effectively to changing conditions and needs.  The 
League of Women Voters of the Hamptons affi rms 
its commitment to refl ecting the diversity of the 
East End.

Membership
Any person who supports the mission of the League 
may become a member.
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Voter, is dedicated to bringing useful information, 
background, perspective and commentary on public 
policy issues confronting League members and 
other community citizens in Southampton and 
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New York.  It explores the work of the League to 
promote positive solutions, and it empowers people 
to make a difference in their communities.
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DON’T JUST SIT THERE.
       GET INVOLVED!
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Education and Social Policy

Judi Roth, Chair  283-0759

The social studies classes at Pierson High School in Sag 
Harbor took part in VOTE 18 on February 29.  In addition 
to holding a mock-election to decide which student 
candidate was their choice for President, we asked the 
students to make real-life decisions: who did they think 
would win the Democratic primary and who did they think 
would win the presidency?  In the students’ Democratic 
primary, the vote was almost 2 to 1 for Obama over 
Clinton.  In their general election, the vote was 33 to 17 
for Obama over McCain.  So you heard it here fi rst…(or 
probably in the Sag Harbor Express which came to cover 
the story).

My deepest thanks to and admiration for Judie 
Gorenstein, co-president of the Huntington League and 
Voter Services Chair for Suffolk County, for running Vote 
18 for us in the Hamptons.  Judie was fi rst exposed to Vote 
18 at the state convention last year in White Plains and 
decided that she was going to take on the task of running 
the program in local schools.  She didn’t hesitate to agree 
to come out here and has said she will do it again; that is, 
until some homegrown talent steps up.  

We had a great time.  The two sessions could not 
have been more different.  The students at the 9:00 a.m. 

session were very loose and humorous; the second group, 
many of whom were AP (advanced placement) students, 
was serious and got right down to business.  I had asked 
Dr. John Baer what was on the students’ minds and then 
made up a list of sample questions that was given to 
the students before the meeting.  The questions ranged 
from the war in Iraq, to affordable housing, to student 
loans.  Judie’s technique differed from that of the Vote 18 
originator, Walt Townes, in that she put the questions into 
League language.  For example, instead of simply asking 
the students what they thought about the war in Iraq, Judie 
gave some background and asked the students which one 
of two views they agreed with.  In this way, we began a 
dialogue rather than just obtaining confl icting views one 
after the other.  

With the invaluable assistance of Arlene 
Hinkemeyer, Heidi Mack, and Judy Samuelson, things 
went smoothly and we registered 25 voters.

Since both Judie Gorenstein and I are going to the 
national convention in Portland, Oregon, in June, I have 
made contact with the Planning Committee and am 99% 
sure that Vote 18 will be on the national program!  More to 
follow.

VOTE 18 RETURNS TO PIERSON HIGH SCHOOL 

ANOTHER PIECE OF THE VOTING PUZZLE:
A MOVE TO CHANGE THE ABSENTEE BALLOT MAZE IN NEW YORK STATE

As we read in last month’s Voter article by Ursula Lynch, Voter article by Ursula Lynch, Voter
the current New York State rules governing voting 
by absentee ballot can often be frustrating and, more 
importantly, an impediment to actually casting one’s vote.
      There are efforts underway to simplify the process 
and thereby expand the potential voter turnout. At a joint 
news conference in March, Suffolk County Legislator 
Wayne Horsley, along with the League of Women Voters of 
Suffolk County (represented by Judie Gorenstein) and the 
Independence Party of Suffolk County, called on the state 
Board of Election commissioners to support Assembly 
Bill 09597, which would change the currently restrictive 
absentee ballot rules. 
      The following are excerpts from that news release:

“That New York State total voter turnout barely 
matched the ballots by mail in a similar California 
election shows that our ballot system has become 
archaic and failed to keep pace with the changing times.  

New Yorkers, and Long Islanders in particular, lead an 
increasingly active life style, and yet we provide only 
one day and roughly 13 hours for our citizens to make 
a decision that will impact their lives for two, four, and 
six years in the future” [Horsley].

 “The League of Women Voters strongly advocates for 
every eligible voter being able to vote and every vote 
being counted.  Our current application for absentee 
ballots impedes voter turnout and invades voters’ 
privacy by making them reveal personal information. 
…[O]ur present application system needs to be 
revisited.  This is the perfect time to do it”  [written 
LWVSC statement].

      Let us hope that the positive examples of more lenient 
vote-by-mail processes in 31 other states help to put 
pressure on the relevant decision makers in our state to do 
the same.
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Voter Services

Anne K. Marshall, Chair  537-3257



Written by Carol Mellor

REPORT ON PROGRAM MEETING
The scope of the League’s advocacy is prescribed by the 
positions which it has adopted; positions are adopted at 
the national, state, regional (for us, Suffolk County) and 
local levels.  The League has positions on a myriad of 
issues; priorities as to which of the positions will be more 
assertively acted upon are decided by the membership.   
At the last member meeting, held March 10, 2008, we 
considered the suggestions and ideas of the members as to 
the directions to pursue as a local League, and to suggest 
priorities for action to the state and national leagues.   
 On the issue of the establishment of an LNG 
(liquefi ed natural gas) facility in the Long Island Sound 
(Broadwater), the sentiment was unanimous:  The 
membership wants the Board to encourage the Natural 
Resources Committee to lobby further against Broadwater.  
Such advocacy is particularly timely:  at his fi rst press 
conference, Governor David Paterson was asked his 
opinion about Broadwater.  He responded that he did 
not have suffi cient knowledge to form an opinion.  This 
presents an opportunity for us, and the other organizations 
opposed to the project, to help educate and advocate on an 
issue of great importance to us. 
 Another topic on which the members wanted 
strong advocacy was on the future of Suffolk County’s 
public health clinics.  There appears to be a plan in the 
works to privatize these clinics.  The Health Committee 
has begun to investigate this issue, and the members were 
in favor of continuation of this exploration.  
 The issue of public transportation piqued the 
interest of the members.  More specifi cally, the initiation 
of advocacy aimed at the continuation of expanded 
LIRR train service which has been implemented to ease 
Route 39 congestion was encouraged.  This issue could 
possibly be pursued under the positions on energy and the 
environment.
 There was agreement to support Voter Service’s 
continued focus on optical scan voting machines, and a 
sense that, as it becomes clearer which machines will be 

the ones in common use, the League should take a role in 
voter education so that the public will become familiar and 
comfortable with the new machines.  
 Among the other issues raised was the 
exploration of the ability of people to vote in more than 
one jurisdiction.  Although there was some interest in 
this topic, it did not seem to be a priority with most of 
the members.  The issues of further work on affordable 
housing and research into the advisability of localities 
pursuing consolidation of services were also raised and 
discussed.    
 We reviewed the legislative priorities of the 
New York State League as expressed in the “Legislative 
Agenda” recently issued.  As the Board had previously 
expressed to the State, the consensus of the members 
was that the number one priority was the implementation 
of new and workable legislative procedures since, 
without a functional legislature, no other reforms can be 
implemented.  The attendees agreed with the three NYS 
priorities:  good government, health, and energy. 
 Lack of time prevented us from discussing the 
national priorities, as set forth in Impact on Issues, 2006-
2008.  We have included the Public Policy Positions in this 
issue of The Voter, starting on page 6.  If you want a more 
comprehensive explanation of those positions and the way 
in which they are being acted upon, please contact me. I 
will be ordering copies of the Impact on Issues publication 
for those members who wish to have a copy. 
 The foregoing priorities will be considered by 
the Board, will form the basis of the agendas presented 
to our elected offi cials at the annual Legislative 
Lobbying meetings this spring, and will be incorporated 
into consideration of the program to be adopted at the 
upcoming Annual Meeting.  
 We thank those members who attended the 
Program Meeting for their interest, input, and ideas, and 
encourage other members who have program suggestions 
to make their thoughts known.

THE GREENING OF THE SOUTH FORK

4 T h e  V o t e r  -  A p r i l  2 0 0 8

Please plan to attend our next General Membership 
Meeting on April 14, 2008.  The panel discussion, “The 
Greening of the South Fork,” will feature Linda Kabot, 
Southampton Town Supervisor, Bill McGintee, East 
Hampton Town Supervisor,  Mark Epley, Mayor of 
Southampton Village, Paul Rickenbach, Mayor of East 
Hampton Village, Gregory Ferraris, Mayor of Sag 
Harbor Village, and Jay Schneiderman, Suffolk County 
Legislator.

The forum is supported in part by a grant from Oxfam 
of America and the League of Women Voters Education 

Fund. It is co-sponsored by The League of Women Voters 
of the Hamptons, Rogers Memorial Library, GAIN (Green 
and Involved Now), and RELI (Renewable Energy Long 
Island).

At the door, pick up an application to enter your idea for a 
sustainable South Fork.  A total of $450 in awards will be 
granted to those who submit the best ideas.

The meeting at Rogers Memorial Library is open to the 
public.  Seating is limited.  Please call for reservations: 
283-0774, ext. 523.
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The Education Committee will be contacted regarding meeting date. 
April 1 Tuesday Natural Resources Committee meeting.  11:00 a.m.  Hampton Library, Main Street, 

Bridgehampton.  Contact:  Sue Avedon at 329-1830.
April 2 Wednesday LWVH Board meeting.  Bridgehampton National Bank, Montauk Highway, Bridge-

hampton.  7:00-9:00 p.m.  Members and guests welcome. 
April 9 Wednesday Membership Committee meeting.  11:00 a.m.  Hampton Library, Main Street, 

Bridgehampton.  Contact: Arlene Makl at 324-8662.
April 9 Wednesday Voter Services Committee meeting.  Noon-1:30 p.m. Hampton Library, Main 

Street, Bridgehampton.  Contact: Anne Marshall at 537-3257.
April 14 Monday General Membership Meeting and Community Meeting.  “The Greening of the 

South Fork,” a panel discussion.  Co-sponsored with Rogers Memorial Library, 
GAIN, RELI, and Oxfam.  7:00 p.m.  Morris Meeeting Room, Rogers Memorial 
Library, Southampton.  Reservations are required; please call 283-0774. ext. 523. 

April 15 Tuesday Deadline for May issue of The Voter.
April 16 Wednesday LWVSC Board meeting.  Riverhead Library.  10:00 a.m.-noon.
April 16 Wednesday Fundraising Committee meeting.  2:00 p.m.  Starbucks, Bridgehampton.  Contact 

Susan Wilson at 283-6549.
LOOKING AHEAD

May 7 Wednesday LWVH Board meeting.  Bridgehampton National Bank.  7:00-9:00 p.m.  Members 
and guests welcome.

May 18 Sunday LWVH Annual Meeting.  3:00 p.m.  Water Mill Community Center, 734 Mon-
tauk Highway, Water Mill.  Details to come.

June 5 Thursday “Celebrating Women in Political Offi ce” luncheon.  Details to come.

April 2008
Note:  Meeting dates and times are subject to change.  Please confi rm with committee chairperson.

OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREST
April 2 Wednesday “A Gloria Steinem Day for Fair Pay.”  Sponsored by NYS Pay Equity Coalition 

(NYSPEC),  Albany, N.Y.  For information, contact NYSPEC at Women on the Job, 
wojtf@optonline.net, 516-396-9857, ext. 9, or in Albany, haigner@nycap.rr.com, 
518-464-0991.

April 8 Tuesday
1:00 p.m.

April 22 Tuesday
6:00 p.m.

TOWN BOARD MEETINGS

April 1 Tuesday
10:00 a.m.

Brown Bag meeting. Montauk Firehouse/EH 
Conf. Room, Montauk.

April 4 Friday
10:00 a.m.

Regular meeting.  Town Hall Courtroom, E.H.

April 8 Tuesday
10:00 a.m.

Brown Bag meeting. Town Hall Conference 
Room, E.H.

April 15 Tuesday
10:00 a.m.

Brown Bag meeting. Springs Firehouse/EH 
Conf. Room, Springs.

April 17 Thursday
7:00 p.m.

Regular meeting.  Town Hall Courtroom, E.H.

EAST HAMPTON
SOUTHAMPTON
All Southampton Town Board meetings are 
held in the Town Board Room, Southampton 
Town Hall, Hampton Road, Southampton.
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PUBLIC POLICY POSITIONS
League of Women Voters of the United States

Trade
Support U.S. trade policies that reduce trade barriers, 
expand international trade and advance the achievement of 
humanitarian, environmental and social goals.
U.S. Relations with Developing Countries
Promote U.S. policies that meet long-term social and 
economic needs of developing countries.
Arms Control
Reduce the risk of war through support of arms control 
measures.
Military Policy and Defense Spending
Work to limit reliance on military force.  Examine defense 
spending in the context of total national needs.

NATURAL RESOURCES
Promote an environment benefi cial to life through the 
protection and wise management of natural resources 
in the public interest.
Natural Resources
Promote the management of natural resources as 
interrelated parts of life-supporting ecosystems.
Resource Management
Promote resource conservation, stewardship and long-
range planning, with the responsibility for managing 
natural resources shared by all levels of government.
Environmental Protection and Pollution Control
Preserve the physical, chemical and biological integrity of 
the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public health 
and the environment.
Air Quality.  Promote measures to reduce pollution from 
mobile and stationary sources.
Energy.  Support environmentally sound policies 
that reduce energy growth rates, emphasize energy 
conservation and encourage the use of renewable 
resources.
Land Use.  Promote policies that manage land as a fi nite 
resource and that incorporate principles of stewardship.
Water Resources.  Support measures to reduce pollution 
in order to protect surface water, groundwater and drinking 
water.
Waste Management.  Promote policies to reduce the 
generation and promote the reuse and recycling of solid 
and hazardous wastes.
Nuclear Issues.  Promote the maximum protection of 
public health and safety and the environment.
Public Participation
Promote public understanding and participation in 
decision making as essential elements of responsible and 
responsive management of our natural resources.

REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
Promote an open governmental system that is 
representative, accountable and responsive.
Voting Rights
Citizen’s Right to Vote.  Protect the right of all citizens to 
vote; encourage all citizens to vote.
DC Self-Government and Full Voting Representation.  
Secure for the citizens of the District of Columbia the 
rights of self-government and full voting representation in 
both houses of Congress.
Election Process
Apportionment.   Support apportionment of congressional 
districts and elected legislative bodies at all levels of 
government based substantially on population.
Campaign Finance.  Improve methods of fi nancing 
political campaigns in order to ensure the public’s right 
to know, combat corruption and undue infl uence, enable 
candidates to compete more equitably for public offi ce and 
promote citizen participation in the political process.
Selection of the President.  Promote the election of 
the President and Vice-President by direct-popular-vote 
and work to abolish the Electoral College.  Support 
uniform national voting qualifi cations and procedures for 
presidential elections.  Support efforts to provide voters 
with suffi cient information about candidates.
Citizen Rights
Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen Participation.  
Protect the citizen’s right to know and facilitate citizen 
participation in government decision making.
Individual Liberties.  Oppose major threats to basic 
constitutional rights.
Public Policy on Reproductive Choices.  Protect the 
constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make 
reproductive choices.
Congress and the Presidency
Congress.  Support responsive legislative processes 
characterized by accountability, representativeness, 
decision-making capability and effective performance.
The Presidency.  Promote a dynamic balance of power 
between the executive and legislative branches within the 
framework set by the Constitution.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Promote peace in an interdependent world by working 
cooperatively with other nations and strengthening 
international organizations.
United Nations
Support a strong, effective United Nations to promote 
international peace and security and to address the social, 
economic and humanitarian needs of all people.



PUBLIC POLICY POSITIONS
continued from page 6

Written by Judy Samuelson

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
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Martha Potter
27 Eastview Court, Sag Harbor, NY  11963

 (631) 725-0450
mtpotter@optonline.net

Martha has always been keenly interested in political 
issues.  Retired after years of teaching history in 
Westchester schools, she was pleased to fi nally have time 
to join the League of Women Voters of the Hamptons.  
But we will have to wait in line for this busy volunteer’s 
attention.  She teaches ESL (English as a Second 
Language) locally, works part-time at the Sag Harbor 
Library, and co-chairs the Social Justice Committee at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Bridgehampton. 

Ann Sandford, who met Martha through the Long Island 
History Group, encouraged her to join LWVH.  After 
becoming more familiar with our committees, she may 
join the Education Committee.  In her spare time, Martha 
and her husband enjoy walking the local trails.     

Agriculture Policy
Promote adequate supplies of food and fi ber at reasonable 
prices to consumers and support economically viable 
farms, environmentally sound farm practices and increased 
reliance on the free market.

SOCIAL POLICY
Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all.  
Promote social and economic justice and the health and 
safety of all Americans.
Equality of Opportunity
Equal Rights.  Support ratifi cation of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and efforts to bring laws into compliance with 
the goals of the ERA.
Education, Employment and Housing.  Support equal 
access to education, employment and housing.
Fiscal Policy
Tax Policy.  Support adequate and fl exible funding of 
federal government programs through an equitable tax 
system that is progressive overall and that relies primarily 
on a broad-based income tax.
Federal Defi cit.  Promote responsible defi cit policies.
Funding of Entitlements.  Support a federal role in 
providing mandatory, universal, old-age, survivors, 
disability and health insurance.
Health Care
Promote a health care system for the United States that 
provides access to a basic level of quality care for all U.S. 
residents and controls health care costs.
Meeting Basic Human Needs
Support programs and policies to prevent or reduce 
poverty and to promote self-suffi ciency for individuals and 
families.
Income Assistance.  Support income assistance programs, 
based on need, that provide decent, adequate standards for 
food, clothing and shelter.
Support Services.  Provide for essential support services.
Housing Supply.  Support policies to provide a decent 
home and a suitable living environment for every 
American family.
Child Care
Support programs and policies to expand the supply of 
affordable, quality child care for all who need it.
Early Intervention for Children at Risk
Support policies and programs that promote the well-being, 
development and safety of all children.
Violence Prevention
Support violence prevention programs in communities.
Gun Control
Protect the health and safety of citizens through limiting 

the accessibility and regulating the ownership of handguns 
and semi-automatic weapons.   Support regulation of 
fi rearms for consumer safety.
Urban Policy
Promote the economic health of cities and improve the 
quality of urban life.
Death Penalty
The LWVUS supports the abolition of the death penalty.

Whatever the issue, the League believes that effi cient 
and economical government requires competent 
personnel, the clear assignment of responsibilities, 
adequate fi nancing, coordination among levels of 
government, effective enforcement and well defi ned 
channels for citizen input and review.

Judy Mendoza
16 Montauk Avenue, East Hampton, NY  11937

(631) 324-1682
JMEHNY@aol.com

If you live in the Montauk Avenue vicinity, sooner or later 
you’ll be invited to join LWVH.  When you do, you get 
to see your neighbors on a regular basis.  Recently, it was 
Judy’s turn to become a member, at the urging of long-
time friend, Terri Levin Davgin.  “Terri’s enthusiasm is 
contagious,” said Judy.  

Although retired from a career in fashion merchandising, 
Judy is still active in real estate in East Hampton. In 
addition, she works on behalf of a number of nonprofi t 
groups here and in New York City, including ARF and the 
Sirovich Senior Center.  Her hobbies include painting and 
photography.     
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



































        

 

 

























 

        


 


















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  
               THE  

               DATE

Wed. April 16 LWVSC Board Meeting—Riverhead Library 10:00am-Noon  

Early Prevention Pays: Preventive Action Mitigates Costs 
A Report to the Suffolk County Legislature Bi-Partisan Panel 

re: Potential 2009 Revenue Shortfalls 
Submitted by the League of Women Voters of Suffolk County, February 25, 2008 

      continued… 

Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy, in his recent State of the County address, 
made preventive healthcare a priority as a way to mitigate health care costs and 
promote healthier lives. The League of Women Voters of Suffolk County 

(LWV) urges Mr. Levy and our Legislature to embrace and encourage and 

protect Suffolk County’s public and private efforts in early intervention for 

the mentally ill as well as those subject to costly county incarceration.  

Early Prevention Pays:

   Suffolk County has experienced a reduction in Juvenile Delinquent placements 
as a result of the evidence-based practices that the Probation Department has 
utilized in 2007, with a gross savings of over $6 million.  In the Mental Health/
Juvenile Justice Project (MH/JJDP), the majority of JD's were screened for men-
tal illness and substance abuse problems.  In addition, the TASTE (Thinking Er-
rors, Anger Management, Social Skills and Talking Empathy), After-TASTE, 
Home Base (Family Service League), the Long Island Advocacy Center, Re-
storative Alternative to Placement (RAP), and the Nextus Programs all work in 
several ways with troubled youth, their families, and sometimes friends and 
neighbors, to assist them to construct more positive lives and to avoid detention, 
the most expensive and least productive alternative. 
   Placement of young people does little to reduce the likelihood of re-offending 
(research indicates an 80% recidivism rate among youths placed in residential 
facilities).  Courts lack viable community alternatives to placement, which is ex-
tremely costly to taxpayers, often over $100,000 annually per child.  The pro-
grams listed above aim to find realistic alternatives to placement by bringing to-
gether professional and community resources to help these young people reinte-
grate in their natural communities.  We strongly advocate for increased sup-

port for these vital and important programs. 

Why should Suffolk County support Mental Illness 

Early Intervention Programs?       

   Mental illnesses are common; an estimated 1 in 4 adults have a diagnosable 
mental disorder in a given year.  These disorders are the leading cause of disabil-
ity in the US for ages 15-44.  More than 90 % of people who die by suicide have 
a history of mental illness.  Untreated mental illnesses increase costs on the pub-
lic and private sectors.  
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People with mental illness report a delay of 

nearly a decade from the onset of symptoms until 

their first contact with the treatment system, and 

those delays increase the likelihood of disability 

and negative social outcomes.  On the other 

hand, the early treatment success rates for mental 

illnesses are 60-80 %, well above the approxi-

mately 40-60% success rates for common surgi-

cal treatments for heart disease.  Mental health is 

key to overall physical health.  

Housing is Key, and Cost-Effective:

   In his address, Mr. Levy committed to work in 

conjunction with the Nassau-Suffolk Coalition 

for the Homeless to end homelessness in Suffolk 

County within ten years.  LWV applauds this 

initiative, to the establishment of a homeless hot-

line, and to his commitment to support homeless 

veterans.    

   Governmental and non-profit agencies provide 

supportive housing for persons with mental ill-

ness.  The need, though, is far above what has 

been provided to date.  Only one in five persons 

needing such placements is able to obtain sup-

portive housing.    

   LWV recommends review of a program out-

side our County, set up to provide housing for 

mentally ill people, for those who may also suf-

fer from substance abuse, and who are homeless.  

Housing First, and Pathways to Housing began 

in New York City several years ago, pioneered 

by Dr. Sam Tsemberis. Because of the out-

standing successes it has achieved, it has now 

taken hold in many cities across the nation, most 

notably in Washington, D.C.  Housing First is 

notably cost-effective.  It is also a shining exam-

ple of a reasonable initial series of investments 

and commitment mitigating costs to government 

and the community in future years. 

Adapt Best Practices from Others’ Successes:

   California made the decision to reformulate its 

mental health system in 2005.  They recognized 

having a fail first system of waiting for people to 

hit rock bottom.  Years of hospitalizations, incar-

cerations, out of home placements, etc. are the 

norm, with only 50% eventually getting needed 

services.   

   California determined to move from fail first to 

help first, to give everyone the right care at the 

right time in the right place It seeks to end the 

delays in getting services, supports programs that 

see people earlier in the onset of mental illness, 

and treats moderate conditions in schools. 

   Its efforts connect primary care and mental 

health services to recognize and treat mental ill-

ness at primary care settings in order to reduce 

the stigma that keeps people from utilizing men-

tal health services.  Its key objective is to reduce 

the average duration of untreated mental illness 

(DUMI).   

   No other state now has such extensive preven-

tion and early intervention services as  Califor-

nia.  Its system has the potential to reduce other 

costs by reducing the necessary intensity and du-

ration of treatment.  The savings of California’s 

new mental health system are already apparent 

   LWV recommends, although California’s is a 

statewide system, that Suffolk County utilize ap-

propriate parts to our own citizens’ and govern-

ment advantage. Could our County be on the 

forefront of “changing the ways things have been 

in the past” in its mental health system? 

In Summary:

   LWV congratulates County Executive Steve 

Levy for his ongoing commitment in areas of 

LWV concern and advocacy: increasing work-

force housing, to open space protection, and to 

other protective environmental issues (as pre-

sented in his fine “State of the County Address”).   

   LWV strongly encourages this bi-partisan com-

mittee to study the cost-effectiveness of public 

and private early-intervention and preventive 

programs in Suffolk County. We support allo-

cations in the budget which will lead to bene-

fits of lower costs due to early intervention 

services.  

Thank you. 


Co-Presidents, LWV of Suffolk County  

The above executive summary and supporting  

documents will be on the LWVSC website:  

www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org



Membership

Arlene Makl, Chair   329-3201

As we look forward, I would fi rst like to review the 
Membership Committee’s past accomplishments and then 
outline some of our goals for the future.

We reached a high in the number of new members 
recruited, including an increase in the number of male 
members. We increased League visibility by working with 
the Voter Services Committee in registering new voters 
and volunteering to sign up new voters at a Breast Cancer 
Health Fair in Hampton Bays.  We attended an Anti-
Bias Task Force Picnic in Hampton Bays to register new 
voters. In Ellen’s Run we participated as a group and even 
produced a winner. We had a New Member Dinner that 
was well attended by new members, Board members, and 
committee chairs.  This was a very rewarding year for the 
Membership Committee. 

Our primary goal for this coming year is increased 

visibility.  We will continue our efforts to support the 
Voter Services Committee. We will speak to groups 
about the new voting machines and answer League-
related questions. We will speak to groups regarding local 
propositions. We’ll support the July 4th Southampton 
parade, etc., etc. We will be everywhere!  We will give 
members of the community the opportunity to join the 
LWVH.

Now several words about our Membership Committee.  
The committee consists of a group of warm, inclusive, 
and hard-working members who are always willing to do 
whatever may be needed to get the job done.  They are 
creative thinkers and writers and doers.  I am so proud of 
the job they have done. Thank you, ladies—now get ready 
for more.
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Information Items
• The Annual Meeting will be held on May 18, 2008 at 

the Water Mill Community Center.  Wendy Weiser of 
the Brennan Center has been contacted to be our guest 
speaker.  She is responsible for the Voter ID work at the 
Brennan Center.  More to follow.

Committee Reports
• The Fundraising Committee reviewed plans for the June 

5 luncheon, "Celebrating Women in Political Offi ce.”  
Seventeen elected offi cials in both East Hampton and 
Southampton will be recognized.  150 attendees are 
being planned for.  Judith Hope, former East Hampton 
supervisor, will be the speaker.

• The Membership Committee reported that membership 
is at 195.

• Natural Resources Committee:  Acceptances have been 
received from both towns’ supervisors and mayors 
along with several other political fi gures, including 
county legislator, Jay Schneiderman, to appear on the 
panel,  “The Greening of the South Fork,” to be held 
on April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at  Rogers Memorial Library, 
Southampton.

• Voter Services reported that New York State will use an 
imaging machine for disabled voters.  A manufacturer’s 
representative will demonstrate the machine for the 
committee on April 9 from noon to 2:00 p.m.  Place 
undecided.

• Education Committee:  The process for eliciting 
applications for the Betty Desch award has begun. 

SUMMARY OF LWVH BOARD MEETING 

Submitted by Arlene Makl

March 5, 2008 • Publicity:  Work is underway to assemble a list of 
invitees to the June 5 luncheon.

• Voter:  A request has been made to confi rm titles of 
people and locations of events before submitting to The 
Voter.

Discussion Items
• The Membership Committee will be asked to arrange for 

cleanup at membership meetings.  
• The Nominating Committee will consist of Jacqui 

Lofaro, Beth Barth, Jane Lapple, Judi Roth, and Ann 
Sandford.

• The Finance Committee will consist of the Treasurer, 
Co-Presidents, and the Executive Vice-President.

• A motion was made and passed: Depending on the 
League’s ability to pay, the League will fund single 
rooms, in full, for those attending in the delegate slots 
(this year there are two slots).

• It was agreed that the state League's pamphlets, "Facts 
for Voters," will be ordered.

• Several copies of the booklet "Electing the President" 
should be downloaded, printed and sent to the head of 
each South Fork high school's social studies department.  
It meets the curriculum requirements for the high schools 
in New York State.

The next Board meeting will be April 2 from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. at Bridgehampton Bank. All members are welcome.
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Offi cers

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Dues may be sent to:  LWVH, P.O. Box 2253, East Hampton, NY  11937

_____  Full-time Student $15  _____  Supporting $ 85
_____  Individual  $55  _____  Education $125*
_____  Household  $85  _____  Donation $_____

Dues Year is June 1, 2007 through May 31, 2008.

_____  Member Renewal   _____  New Member 

Please make checks payable to LWVH and mail to:

LWVH, P.O. Box 2253, East Hampton, NY  11937

*For Education membership, amounts above dues level are tax deductible.  In this case, please 
make checks payable to EDUCATION FOUNDATION—LWV/Hamptons.

Co-Presidents
Carol Mellor
   537-6998
   camellor@aol.com
Anne K. Marshall
 537-3257

apghnyc@aol.com
Executive Vice-President
Judi Roth
   283-0759

rothhandj@yahoo.com
Vice-Presidents
Afton DiSunno
    786-6209
    aafton26@optonline.net
Arlene Hinkemeyer
   324-6713
   ahinkemeyer@optonline.net
Maura F. Lester
   324-6522
   maura912@optonline.net
Secretary
Ann Sandford
   537-2382
   asandford@optonline.net

Treasurer
Emoke Forman
   283-2175 (work)
   aces@hamptons.com

Elected Directors
Sue Avedon
   329-1830
   sueden@optonline.net
Ursula Lynch
    288-4721
    umlynch@gmail.com  
Arlene Makl
   324-8662
   Arlene.Makl@Gmail.com
Gladys Remler
   288-9021
   gremlerdesign@aol.com

Appointed DirectorsAppointed Directors
Joy Cordery
   283-7863
   jcord@optonline.net
Joy Lupoletti
   324-1127
   joylup@aol.com

Portfolio Chairs
Education & Social Policy
Judi Roth
   283-0759
   rothhandj@yahoo.com
Fundraising
Susan Wilson
   283-6549
   sswilson@hamptons.com
Government
Carol Mellor
   537-6998
   camellor@aol.com
Health
Anne Kellett
   329-7341
   annekellett@optonline.net
Membership
Arlene Makl
   324-8662
   Arlene.Makl@Gmail.com

Natural Resources
Sue Avedon, Co-chair
   329-1830
   sueden@optonline.net
Cile Downs, Co-chair
    324-2435
Publicity
Arlene Hinkemeyer
   324-6713
   ahinkemeyer@optonline.net
Voter Services
Anne K. Marshall
   537-3257
   apghnyc@aol.com

Off-Board Specialist, 
Housing
Barbara Jordan
   324-6144
    bjordlwvh@aol.com

The Voter EditorThe Voter EditorThe Voter
Maura F. Lester
   324-6522 
   maura912@optonline.net
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Voter
League of Women Voters of the Hamptons
P.O. Box 2253
East Hampton, NY 11937
Phone: 631-324-4637
www.lwvhamptons.org

MAKE A DONATION
in Honor of and/or in Memory of

 a friend, family member, or neighbor.

Call Arlene Makl at 324-8662 or e-mail at Arlene.Makl@Gmail.com.

We will send a card to notify the friend or family member
that a donation has been made.

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
PHONE_________________ E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)__________________

MEMBER’S NAME__________________________________________________
PHONE _________________E-MAIL ADDRESS__________________________


