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At local, state and national levels

the League works to influence public policy

April, 2008

through education and advocacy.

Save the Dates

Wednesday, April 9 — 7:30 PM
LWVEN Board Meeting
Home of Janet Spar — 735-8673
3664 Richard La., Wantagh

Wednesday, April 16 — 7:30PM
LWVEN General Meeting
See right column.

Thursday, April 17 — 12:30PM
AAUW, LWVPW/M

Human Trafficking — NYIT,
Harry Schure Lecture Hall

Tuesday, April 22
EQUAL PAY DAY - See page 3.

12:45 - 2:10 PM - “The Future
of Pay Discrimination”
Hofstra University — 436-5599

Wednesday, April 30 — 7:00 PM
LWVCN, LWVNC, Hofstra -
Forum on Voting Machines
Student Center Theater, Hofstra
University See page 8.

Tues., May 6 — 8:00AM - 4:30PM
Sustainability Conference
Huntington Hilton, Melville
Sustainable Long Island, 873-0230

Wednesday, May 7 - 7:30 PM
LWVEN Board Meeting

Home of Barbara Epstein—221-1948
221 Tardy La. S.,Wantagh

Wednesday, May 7 — 7:30 PM
LWVEN Annual Meeting
See right column.

Wednesday, May 21 — 4:00PM
LWY Nassau County Convention
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Do we expect our government

to protect our civil liberties?
YES!

Do we expect our government

to protect us against terrorism?
YES!

Are these expectations in conflict?

Please join us on Wednesday, April 16, 2008, at 7:30 PM, at the
Wantagh Library, Park Avenue, Wantagh, to hear differing
views on this critical topic.

Guest Speakers:

Burton Ryan, Esq. Asst. U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of N.Y.
Dr. Tara Keenan-Thomson, Executive Director, NY Civil Liberties
Union, Nassau Chapter

LWV East Nassau Annual Meeting

Wednesday, May 14, 2008, 7:30 PM
Forest City Park Clubhouse
3099 Morgan Drive, Wantagh

Business Meeting: Election of Officers & Directors, Approval of Budget,
Discussion of Activities, Important Announcements and Updates

Speaker from Nassau County’s new Mental Health Court

Buffet Dinner, $10.00 (Please use form on page 7 to reserve your place.)

Directions:

Take Southern Parkway to exit 28S (Wantagh Ave.). Take Wantagh Ave. south to Jerusalem Ave. Go right
on Jerusalem Ave., After going over Wantagh Parkway overpass, make a right on Douglas Avenue, then take
an immediate right onto Murdock Road (which turns into Morgan Drive). If you miss Douglas Avenue, go right
on Whitehall and make the next right onto Murdock. Park on Morgan Drive.
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County Legislature
Meeting Schedule

Monday, April 7 10:00 AM
Monday, April 28 10:00 AM
Wednesday, May 14 6:00 PM

(Committee meetings begin at 2:00 PM.)

The Nassau County Legislature
meets in the Legislative Chamber,
5" floor, One West Street, Mineola,
571-4252. An admittance pass must be
obtained on the first floor of the
building, at the north elevator.

Town of Hempstead
Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, April 8 10:30 AM
Tuesday, April 22 10:30 AM
Tuesday, May 6 10:30 AM
Tuesday, May 20 10:30 AM

The Hempstead Town Board
meets at Town Hall, in the Nathan
H. Bennett Pavilion, 489-5000.

Town of Oyster Bay
Meeting Schedule
Tuesday, April 8 10:00 AM
Tuesday, April 29 7:00 PM
Tuesday, May 13 10:00 AM
Tuesday, May 27 7:00 PM

The Oyster Bay Town Board meets
at 54 Audrey Ave., Oyster Bay, 624-
6390.

Call before
attending.
Schedules
are subject
to change.
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Don’t Wait for Tomorrow
by Carole Goldfarb

Dozens of East Nassau League members and friends in
the community were treated to a dynamic, eye-opening
presentation last month by Andrea Chasen, one of a
select group trained by Al Gore to form a network of
activists who would raise awareness of the threat of
climate change to the environment. Iimagine that many
in the audience, like myself, were aware of global
warming and knew that we should drive less, keep the
thermostat set a few degrees lower, and perhaps switch
o compact fluorescent light bulbs. However, when Ms.
Chasen spurted out the figures on what these and other
changes would mean in reduced carbon emissions, she
really hit home.

Did you know that?

In the average home, 40% of electricity used to
power electronics is consumed while the chargers, ipods
and other gadgets are turned off, but still plugged in.

Air conditioners, one of the largest consumers
of electricity, often cool empty, unused rooms (while the
bills for all that wasted power make you hot under the
collar).

Taking the train to work instead of the car for just
one day each week could eliminate 800 pounds of
greenhouse gases a year (and would give you some time
to relax and read the newspaper instead of cursing traffic
jams).

Opting for stockholders’ annual reports (which
often go unread) to be sent online would save tons of trees
and eliminate the need for much solid waste disposal.
While you’re at it, pay your bills online and save the
postage.

There was a rush to pick up fact sheets after the talk, and
a spark in the air that made me believe that this roomful
of people were not only going to make some substantial
changes themselves, but were going to reach out to
friends and neighbors, as well. That’s what this program
is supposed to do. What changes are you going to make
this week?

We’ve had some powerful people address our meetings
this season. I can’t wait to hear Tara Keenan-Thomson
in April. As Executive Director of the NYCLU’s Nassau
chapter, she’s made many people sit up and take notice. I
imagine we’ll have a very spirited presentation on
whether it’s possible to preserve our civil liberties if we
expect our government to protect us against terrorism. Or
perhaps, is it necessary to preserve our civil liberties in
order to protect ourselves from terrorism?

Equal Pay Day:

Tuesday,
April 22, 2008

On Tuesday, April 22, 2008 thousands of women across
the United States will join in a national day of action
against unfair pay, called Equal Pay Day. April 22 is
symbolic of the point into the new year that a woman
must work in order to earn the wages paid to a man in
the previous year. On a national level, women are paid
only 77 cents for every dollar a man is paid, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau. So, because women earn
less, we must work longer for the same pay.

At a time when America's economy is facing a
downturn, every penny counts! Economist Evelyn
Murphy, president and founder of The WAGE Project,
estimates that the wage gap costs the average American
full-time woman worker between $700,000 and $2
million over the course of her lifetime.

Fair pay takes real change! And we can make a
difference. Here in Nassau County, we will join
hundreds of other organizations across the nation to
educate women and men about pay inequity and to
offer solutions to wage discrimination.

Wear RED on Equal Pay Day
to symbolize how far women
and minorities are "in the red"
with their pay!

The Hub
By Barbara Epstein,

Director of Housing Alternatives

I recently attended a meeting regarding the HUB
development plan. In the future there will be a hearing

in the Town of Hempstead which I hope we can get some
people to attend. As soon as I have more information, I
will let everyone know. I will be making a statement in
regard to the housing component.

In addition there are a couple of bills in the NYS
Legislature regarding affordable housing. Members
willing to write to their legislators in support of these
bills should make sure that I have their email addresses.
I can be reached at byeppie@aol.com, or 221-1948.




New York State Moves Toward Optical Scan Voting Systems

By Marge Acosta, NYVV
(New Yorkers for Verified Voting)

New York’s long delays to implement the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) culminated in a court mandate to place
one accessible ballot marking device (BMD) at each poll site by the September 2008 primary, enabling voters with
disabilities to vote independently. NY will then be required to replace all lever voting machines by 2009.

BMDs are designed to mark or generate paper ballots, which can then be hand-counted or tabulated by optical
scanners. The State Board of Elections, bowing to political pressure, recklessly redefined BMDs to include direct
recording (DRE) touch screen voting computers. These DREs, not designed as ballot markers, do not produce “ballots”
that comply with NYS law. They are not accessible, reliable or secure, and they entail extravagant costs.

New Yorkers for Verified Voting (NYVV) and the League of Women Voters of NYS, with support from local
organizations, have been working for the last 5 years to keep DREs out of New York State to preserve NY elections.
If the struggle seemed mercurial at times, it was an absolute roller coaster ride as the final decision for 2008 came
close. Six machines were submitted as BMDs to the State Board. After reviewing all six, on Jan 24, 2008 three were
accepted, all compatible with optical scan systems. Election integrity activists were elated.

Within 2 weeks, two machines were thrown off the approved list and all rejected vendors filed lawsuits. A state
Supreme Court Judge reinstated all original 6 applicants, overruling every decision that the NYSBOE had made, and
we were essentially back to square one. The final date for counties to choose machines was February 19th.

The results showed an amazing victory. Only Hamilton County chose DRE technology (11 DREs). The remainder
chose optical scan technology. Nassau and Suffolk Counties selected the Sequoia ImageCast Ballot Marking
Device/Scanner combination. In the end, local commissioners chose paper, not because they had to, but because they
wanted to. A list can be downloaded at http://www.nyvv.org/newdoc/nysbmd/NYSBMDChoice021508.pdf.

All machines chosen were then certified as ballot markers for 2008.

We'd like to thank all of you who helped to achieve this victory. As one county commissioner in NYS said, rarely has
community action been this effective. We are also grateful to our LI commissioners who, early on, listened to residents
and supported optical scan systems.

This is the beginning of a new era in NY Elections. Let's make it work & continue community participation by getting
involved in the implementation. We desperately need computer savvy poll workers. If anyone is interested, please
contact Paula Blum (paulablum @hotmail.com), Debbie Shichtman (drdebbie@aol.com) or Marge Acosta
(eacen@aol.com). We will be giving workshops, demonstrations and presentations. Get involved so that our LI
elections are honest, accurate and smooth-running.

Successful Sunshine Week Forum at National Press Club

As part of Sunshine Week 2008, on March 19, the LWV US co-sponsored a successful forum, ““Government Secrecy:
Censoring Your Right to Know.” More than a hundred attendees came to the National Press Club in Washington, DC, and
more than 700 individuals registered to watch the live webcast. The event also was webcast to 22 host sites nationwide,
where hundreds participated (some calling in or emailing questions to the panelists). Five of the host site events were
sponsored by Leagues. The LW Vs of Benicia (CA), Knoxville-Knox County (TN), New Jersey, Palos Verdes Peninsula
(CA), and Salt Lake (UT) are applauded for their efforts.

For a summary of the event and associated resources, visit www.openthegovernment.org. The webcast will be available
on that Web site soon for unlimited future access, and DVDs of the program will be available for sale.




The League of Women Voters; a nonpartisan political organization,encourages informed
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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SENATOR CARL L. MARCELLINO

FIFTH SENATE DISTRICT

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
ALBANY, NY 12247
(518) 455 2390
email: marcelli@senate.state.ny.us

250 TOWNSEND SQUARE
OYSTER BAY,NY 11771
(516) 922-1811
FAX (516) 922-1154

15TH DISTRICT

ROB WALKER
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY

633 LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BLDG
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12248

111 LEVITTOWN PARKWAY

HICKSVILLE, NEW YORK 11801
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e-mail: walkerr2@assembly.state.ny.us

TEL: (516) 571-6216
FAX: (516) 571-6287
E-MAIL: jjacobs@nassaucountyny.gov

JUDITH A. JACOBS
Nassau County Legislator 16th District

Chair: Budget Review
Vice Chair: Planning, Development & Environment
Member: Aging
Education
Minority Affairs
Public Works
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MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501
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MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501

Richard V. Guardino Jr.

Vice President for Business Development
Executive Dean, Wilbur F. Breslin Center
for Real Estate Studies
Tel 516.463.4069 Fax 516.463.3907
richard.v.guardino@hofstra.edu
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145 Hofstra University
Hempstead, NY 11549-1450
www.hofstra.edu

(516) 489-5000

KATE MURRAY
LD L L [SfPFRvisor

ONE WASHINGTON STREET
HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550-4923

TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD
OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR

(516) 571-6213
Fax (516) 571-6746

NORMA L. GONSALVES

LEGISLATOR, DISTRICT 13

1550 FRANKLIN AVE.
MINEOLA N.Y. 11501

NASSAU COUNTY
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NASSAU COUNTY
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NASSAU COUNTY COMPTROLLER

NASSAU COUNTY
OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY COMPTROLLER

240 OLD COUNTRY ROAD
MINEOLA, NY 11501-4247

Name:

Membership Form

Yes, I want to support the LWV’s work in citizen education and advocacy.

Tel: Email:

Address:

Areas of interest:

Enclosed is a check for :

Please clip and send with your check to: Mimi Hirsch, Treasurer; LWVEN, 84 Victor Street, Plainview NY, 11803; 822-5086

membership dues ($48 Individual / $75 household)

contribution Total
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